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President John J. Moylan�Board of Directors


Golden Gate Bridge, Highway, and Transportation District


P.O. Box 9000, Presidio Station�San Francisco, CA 94129-0601





Re: Golden Gate Bridge Suicide Barrier


October 7, 2008





Dear President Moylan and District Board Members,





Thank you for your important work regarding the serious issue of suicide deaths from our Golden Gate Bridge.  At its September 18, 2008 Board meeting, the Marin Interfaith Council Board of Directors voted unanimously to support the construction of a suicide barrier.    





The many faith traditions represented by the Marin Interfaith Council, with a current membership of 53 congregations, hold human life as sacred – to be cherished and protected as an ultimate value in our world.  We believe it is essential and our religious duty to preserve life.  Though the Golden Gate Bridge is beloved by all of us, by people in the Bay Area and around the world, the preservation of human life is a higher priority than the aesthetics of this landmark.  





Two primary arguments have been used in attempt to block a suicide barrier – visual impact and effectiveness.  As you are aware, other cities that have erected barriers on suicide magnets have seen a proportional drop in suicides.  However, there has been no drop in the number of people who enjoy the sites where barriers have been erected – such as the Eiffel Tower or the Empire State Building.  People continue to enjoy the beauty of these historic structures.





The second argument is that people wanting to commit suicide will merely find another place to do it.  The study of 515 people, “Where Are They Now?” by Dr. Richard Seiden, of the University of California at Berkeley (� HYPERLINK "http://www.pfnc.org/pfnc-ggbseidenarticle4.pdf" ��http://www.pfnc.org/pfnc-ggbseidenarticle4.pdf�) disproves it.  The ease and availability of the bridge is as dangerous as having a loaded gun nearby for those who battle serious depression.  As clergy and religious leaders, we are too familiar with the far-reaching repercussions among family and friends of these tragic, avoidable deaths.





We strongly urge you to choose a barrier from the recommended designs and move forward.  Thank you for your critical, life-saving work.





In peace,





The Marin Interfaith Council 		cc.  Mayor Al Boro; Supervisors Brown &


Board of Directors			McGlashan; Mr. Stroeh; Ms. Segal.  





						
























































































































































































































































  Marin Interfaith Council


    1510 Fifth Avenue, San Rafael, CA, 94901, 


     415-456-6957, 415-456-6959 FAX, � HYPERLINK "http://www.marinifc.org" ��www.marinifc.org�, � HYPERLINK "mailto:admin@marinifc.org" ��admin@marinifc.org�


    Celebrate faith traditions, advocate justice, and build community.














